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(Ireland.) 



A Copy of the REPORT of the Commissioners 
of Paving, &c. in Dublin, to the Lord LieutenanI; 
of Ireland; 5th January 1809. 



■Ordered, by The Houfe of Commons, to be printed, 
nth April I8O9. 



To His Grace C H ARL ES LENOX, Duke of Richmood and Lenox, 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

The REPORT of the Commiflioners for Paving, Cleanling and Lighting the 
Streets of Dublin. 

B y the Aa of Parliament paiTed in the 47th year of the Reign of His prefent 
Majefty, intituled, “ An Act for the more effe6tual Improvement of the City 
oi Dublin and the Environs thereof,” the Commiffioners are directed to make “ a 
Report, figned by them, containing a General Statement of their Proceedings fmee 
^eir appointments, or fmee the iaft preceding Report, a particular detail of any 
difticuity wiiich may have occurred to them, their officers, or frrvants, in the exe- 
yition of their duties refpeCtively, whereby the lame may have been prevented or 
im^ded, or of any inconvenience or deficiency in the exifting law, and fuggeftin^ 
fucii remedy for any of the faid matters as fhall appear to them inoft likely to promote 
the beneficial purpofes and objefts of this iiiftitution.” 

In order to bring at one view under His Grace's infpe6tion, the Commiffioner* 
accompany their Report with a Map of Dublin, whereon the Streets which have been 
paved by them fince tlieir laft Report are coloured ciofely with a red tinge, and 
thofe Streets which have been repaired during that time are dotted with tlie fame 
colour. 

The Pavement has been confiderahly improved, but not in the fame extent which 
It w ould have been, if the whole of the Taxes intended by the Aa of the 47th of 
Ills Majelty could have been colleaed as liercalter mentioned. 

The Scavenging has been confuleraWy improved, but from the reafons ntovo 
affigned, not to theyxtent that it would have been. They have likewife been obliged 
their exertions on account ot this being the firft year of their Taxes, uncertain 
of their amount and their expcnces much increafed by having implements of all kinds 
to procure and to pay for. They have however ]>aid unwearied attention to their 
duties, and to procure every mate-rial and implement of the beft defeription and on 
the molt economical teniis. Tliough they are itill deficient in the neceHary number of 
the proj>er kinds ot Scavenging Carts (the belt patterns of which they have got fi'oni 
Glalgow) they will loon be provided with a liifficient number, and hon'es'^ to work 
them. 

They found the Lighting under a Contra6t for three years made by the temporary 
Commiffioners, whicli will terminate in September next 'I'liey have had tlie greateft 
difficidty in getting the Contra6tors to perform their engagements, becaufe they are 
men of infufficient means, and not able to attend to the duties tiiercot; one of them 
being now, and lor a coiifiderable time pafi, in confinement for debt in the SiierilTs 
I rilon, and their SuretiM (particularly one of them) who became fuch from motivi'.s 
of emolument, having in many inftaiiccs excited the faid Contraftors to become 
litigious and as far as m their power frultratc the Commiffioners in iuch mcaliires as 
A they 
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they conceived T\ ould improve the Lighting, and otherwife carry the pnrpoies of the 
Ati into more efieftual execution ; and laid Conti-aCbors, aware that tlie Cominiffioners 
•are not provided with Oil-ftorcs, have repeatedly threatened to leave the City in total 
darknefs, if the Cominiffioners (hould proceed to enforce the fines and penalties faicl 
Contrafitors have repeatedly fubjedled themfeives to. The Conimiffiotiers have 
endeavoured to make feveral improvements in the manner of Lighting, and flatter 
Ihctnfclvcs that tliey liave partly fucceeded; but every improvement which they may 
malm during this Contiaft, muft be accompliflied with difficulty, and at an additional 
cxpcnce. It is abfolutcly neceffary that the Comuiiflioners Ihould have Oil-ftorcs, 
properly providetl with the heft oil, whether they fliall in future light tlie Streets by 
ContraQ; or under their own immediate direction ; and under the impi-effion of tins 
neceflitv, they have requefted powers to rent Oil-ftores and Store-yards for Pavin<r 
Materials, &c. ® 

The Commiffioners have been delayed, and tlie purpofcs of the Aft much impeded, 
from the dilficulty of obtoiiiing Paving Stones, Gravel and Shingle, within their prefent 
jnrifdiftion, which has induced tliem to propofe an extciifion of jurifdiftion, to obtain 
fuch materials. 

The making of Granite Pavement lias bee*n carried on to as great an extent as tlie 
novelty ot vvork and the attention due to oeconoiny would permit ; they have now 
fome thoufantl ton of it in a yard which tlie Commiffioners of Cuftoms have 
allowed them to occupy in a temporary manner, and partly at Dalkey, where it is 
inade. They expeft early in tlie enfiiing feafon to pave one confidemble Street with 
it, as the maJeing of it is increaCng progreffively. 

One Sewer with ledges for fupporting main-pipes has been made in Bleffington-fireet ; 
hut from the Statement which the Pipe ^\'ater Committee have made, averting that 
the w ater might be damaged by having their pipes fo placed, however unfounded 
this aflertion might be proved to be by referring it to the Medical Board, yet the 
Commiffioners would rather yield than have fuc'h an idea prepoflelTing the minds of 
the people, ns in the event of any epidemical diftemper taking place from other caufes, 
the Public would then naturally attiich it to the water; but they requeft, as this very 
greatTinprovenient is given up to the obiiinacy of tlie Pipe Water Committee, that 
tile Government will infitt on that Committee's la)ing all their new mains and new 
pipes -of metal. 

Tlie injury which is done to the Pavement of the Streets in w inter by the breaches 
made by the Pipe Water Conimittee, is equal to tlie injury done by all the reft of tlie 
inliabitaiits of Dublin put together, befides the impoffibility of ever being certain of 
any Street continuing in repair for any given time, whatever cxpence may'*have been 
heitowed upon it. In the Paving Aft. of the 47th of the Ki.ng, there are confidcrable 
powers given for charging the Pipe Water Committee a higli rate by the yard, for 
Streets which they have got twenty-one days notice to repair their pipes in before 
pavement by the Commiffioners, and are afterwards broke up by tiiem within three 
years; Imt it is coupled with the following fchtence: “or of laving anew Main or 
Service Pipe, unlels it ihali appear t!;at luch repairs became neceffary through acci- 
dent, and not through any unfoundnefs or rottennefs of the timber of fu’ch Pipes at the 
time of laying the fame, they fiiall forfeit and pay to the faid Commiffioners ten 
fiiillings for every fquare yard fuch breach fliall be;” fee Seft. 71. 

Now Uie difficulty of proving whether the Timber was unlbimd or not, puts it out 
of the power of the Comuiiflioners to avail themfeives of this Seftion of the Aft, 
they have therefore propofed to amend it by fubftitutiiig five fliillings for the firft 
year only alter Paving the Street, for every fquare-yard lb broken up, and three 
lliillings the I'ccond and third year for the fquare-yard, without any reference to the 
Itate of timber, which would only lead to an endlefs and ufelefs dilcuffion ; and further, 
ill the fame amendment to encourage foe laying of Metal Pipes, tiiey have propofed 
to free them from all expences of Paving over any breach which they may require to 
make by the leakage or burfting any Metal Pipe for the firlt five years. 

The Commiffioners liave found by this year's experience, that it will be beneficial 
and ceconomical for the purpofes of their Inftitution, that they fliould be enabled to 
rent Store-yards for their Paving Materials, which have been very much pilfered and 

ftolen, 
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ftden, although they hare been at a very great expence in keeping watdiinen, with 
much lefs fecurity than if they had been enabled to rent yards/or tiiat purpofe. 1 hdy 
would likewife require yards to depoht their Scavenging Soil in._ 1 hey have already 
adverted to the neceffity of being enabled to rent Od-lrorcs, which ought to hand m a 
5'ai'd by themfelves, infulated from any other building, on account ot liie. 

It would likewife be very beneficial if they were enabled to rent a large Yard widi 
Stables for their Horfes and Sheds for their Carts, containing alio accommodation for 
a Smith’s Forae and a Carpenter's Wforkfoop for the repairs of their Cai ts and Im- 
plements under tlieir o^v'n dire6tion and inf[)e£tion, as they now meet with much de- 
lay and difappointment from the ncgleft and careleflhels of thofe they are obliged to 
employ in different parts of the Town, befides being often very exorbitantly charged. 
They gave an order to the perfon who fuperintends tlie Farming Society s Yard a 
contiderable time ago, to make half a dozen Scavenging Carts after the model of fome 
which they had imported from Glafgow, but there is not one of them yet ready or 
even in hand. 

To obviate thefe difficulties, they have fuggefted a Claufe in tlie propofed amend-, 
ment of the Ad, to enable them to rent thefe neceffai7 Offices and Yards, having fii-ft 
fubmitted them for the Lord Lieutenant’s confidcration and approbation. 

They cannot omit ftating particularly the very great nuifances whicli are committed 
by llauohtering in the markets and in yards kept for that purpofe, which infect not 
only the Nerghbourhood but the wliole Towm with tlie moft noxious filth and 
effluvia, fufficient to breed a plague ; and as many of the public Sewers pafs under 
the markets, houfes and flaughter-yards, the Butchers open them up in thofe con- 
cealed places, and tlirow in their offal that they do not think worth carrying away, 
by which means tliefe Sewers are often choaked, and the Cleanfing of them gives 
the firft intimation which can be obtained of the caule. Next to flaughtering, tlie 
dairies commit the greateft nuifances, and while they are permitted to remain in their 
prefent ftate, it will be impoffible by any exertion or warrantable expence to make 
clean Streets. 

They have enclofed herewith the following Accounts : 

Firft, Of the Taxes received between tlie 5th January i8o8 and tlie 5th January 
1809, including the arrears now due, which they are of opinion cannot be recovered, 
on account of infolvcncy, of former areears which have been coUeeied during that 
time, an Eftimate of that part of the Tax intended by the Aft of the 47th of Hia 
Majcfty, which they have been advifed by Counfel might have been fuccefsfully re- 
fifted, amounting to upwards of two thoufand pounds a year, and w liich has induced 
them to requeft an amendment to that A6t 

Second, Of their difburfements under the different heads of lighting, Paving, 
Scavenging, &e. 

They herewith fubmit the Draft of the Amendments for the confideration of His 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant 

(Signed) ALEX“ TAYLOR. 

HUGH TREVOR. 

Paving Corporation Houfe, GEORGE EWING- 

Dawfon-ftreet, 

5th January 1809. 

A true Copy, 

J. Rojborough, 

SecL 
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Paving-Office, Dublin, 5th January I8O9 



Balance of Ca«i remaining sth Jnnoary 180B - 

A rear of ,he Tan „f the former year, colleaed daring the year' 180S ' 

On, of trhicl. the Debta that remained dne on sth January 1S08, were p 
Balance remaining for the afe of this Account 

Permanent Funds received, viz 

^rhn^fisterbd- " 

For One Year's Compofition from Corporation of City of Dublin 
Cafual Funds received, viz. 

For Fines on Nuifances 

Fines on Lamp ContraftorB " ‘ " 

Fines on Infpeaora, Labourers, he. . ' ' 

Fines on Perfons breaking Lamps 

L\Z7Z°:'‘" saanted to Petfons '^king 'o, 

I'or Rent of Part of Corporation Houfe 

lor Scavenging Soil fold . . ' “ * 

For 84 Lamps lighted at Mouutjoy-fquare ‘ ‘ 

ior lundry incidental Receipts . . , ‘ " 



James Hendrick, 



£• s. d. 
4,600 9 li 
3,052 6 6'| 

7,652 15 8 
5,344 7 91 

2,308 7 lOi 



31,993 16 6i 
2,370 0 0 



312 15 h 
106 17 6 
9 16 1 
120 15 0 
152 9 If 

38,825 2 9| 



Paving-Office, Dublin, 'Sth January ISOg. 
The Arrears of TAXKS chargeable for the 25th Afarrh laor k„ .i 1 - ^ 

poratiem for Paving, &c. under the former Ads' of Parlianfenf^tv!*^, 

out9andingondie5thJ^ 

Corporation _fr„„ 5th January 1808 to the ith January tsoj, aiuuX 

The annual Tan chargeable by the prefeulCoiporatio'n for p'aving &r from 

the 5th January 1808, under the prefent Aft, that ha. been eolSd from dm 

Sth January 1808 to the 5lh January 1809, amounts to the Sum of - ! 3, ,5,5 ,5 5, 

^°5“ j“ llof''-’'” ■'"“8 •''» J-“ e»<iing ^ 

35,048 3 1 

*, ’809, there remained tlieSum of r a <ns m » 

the faid lax chargeable under the prefent \(t from M.g. a.i ^ of 

£.775. 7s. was rated under .the head o?PuSlm R Sum of 

part, is not vet reconciled ; and the remaiui.ig bum o“f V ‘ yio I2s% foTth 

feveral Houfes, Buildings, 6cc. which are at urefent eirh^v l . V c ^ 

it is very doubtful if .uyp.r.\LwXlurrec“„VS^^^ Uuiub.bited. lufoh ent or in Ruins, f„ .but 

hofie roo^tteX'am ‘urt.''.o f„;X°X'’:f'2X;S‘‘'‘‘ ■^“8. 

J ames Hendrick, 

I'reafurer. 
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Paving-Office, Dublin, 5th January 1509. 



Account of the EXPENCE for One Year, ending 5t1i January 1809, as nearly as can be calculated, 
until the Outftanding Demands ILall be afcertained. 



£. d. 

10,915 b 9 



"A'ljSfS* 13. 6 f Not included herein, ' 
< there being a I'eparale 
5 - 1,544. JO. 10§ t Fund for the Expence. [ 



Corporation Iloufe for Rent, Taxes and Repairs 
Mifcellaneous Expences - . . . 



Salaries and Wages for Eftablidiment 



Annual Wages for Infpeftors of Nuifances 



Poundage to Colledors • 



Expences, Nuifances, &c. exclufive af Annual Wages 
Annuities for late Commifiiouers, &c. 



James Hendricky 
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